




What Mary and Joseph Knew

•Mary had been told… (Luke 1:32-33)

• Joseph learned in a dream that Jesus would

“save His people from their sins” (Mt. 1:21)

• These messages emphasized the blessings that 
would come to the world through Jesus

•Simeon’s prophetic blessing foreshadows the 
rest of the story…



Simeon, and What He Knew

• “Righteous” and “Devout”

• Blameless externally and internally 

• “Looking for the consolation of Israel” (Isa. 40:1)

• The era of the Messiah

• “The Holy Spirit was upon him”

•He had now seen God’s salvation, the Lord’s Christ

• Prepared in the presence of all nations

• A “light” to the Gentiles

• The “glory” of Israel (Isa. 45:25)



Simeon’s Blessing

•He blessed both, then spoke to “Mary His mother”

“Behold, this child is set for the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel…” (Luke 2:34)

• “set” – (metaphorically) appointed, destined

• STRONGS – to be laid, of a foundation (1 Cor. 3:11)

• Jesus is “set” as either a:

• Stone of stumbling

• Precious cornerstone

“For no man can lay a 
foundation other than the 
one which is laid, which is 

Jesus Christ.”



Simeon’s Blessing

• Jesus will cause many to fall
“but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling 
block and to Gentiles foolishness” (1 Cor. 1:23) 

• Jesus is a “stone of stumbling” (1 Pet. 2:7-8) to:
• Those who disbelieve

• Those who reject Him

• Those who are disobedient to the word

“Those who reject him fall over him and are broken”

-J.W. McGarvey



Simeon’s Blessing

• Jesus will cause many to rise!

“…raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6) 

• Jesus is a “precious cornerstone” (1 Pet. 2:6-7) to:

• Those who believe in Him

• Those who come to Him (vs. 4)

• Those who offer up spiritual sacrifices (vs. 5)

“…those who accept him, build upon him, and are 
lifted up and edified.” -J.W. McGarvey



Simeon’s Blessing

• Jesus was also set “for a sign”

•A “sign” is intended to:

• Draw attention

• Convey significance

• Eliminate confusion

• Prevent disagreement

• Resolve arguments

•And it will, if we follow it



Simeon’s Blessing

• Jesus was set “to be opposed” 

“He was despised and forsaken of men,

A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;

And like one from whom men hide their face

He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.” (Isa. 53:3)

•For an important purpose

“to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.” (Luke 2:35)

• To allow everyone to choose whether to fall or rise…



One stone set. Two responses.

•Many did not “arrive” at righteousness because 
“They stumbled over the stumbling stone…” 

(Rom. 9:32)

•Will we make Jesus our “stone of stumbling” or 
our “cornerstone”?

“Behold, this child is set for the falling and the 
rising of many…” 

•Will we fall or rise?




