


Media:  Good and Bad



God Uses Visual and Audio
 Garden of Eden  (Genesis 1 – 3)

 Heavens and Earth (Psalm 19: World and Word)

 Thunder and Lightning  (Exodus 19 – 20)

 Calming a Storm  (Mark 4:39)

 Transfiguration  (Matthew 17)

 Revelation (a great movie)



Technology: Morally Neutral
 Use of it determines the moral affect 

 We live in a digital and highly technical age

 We can refuse to learn or

 We can embrace it and utilize it for the glory of God



Wise People Consider Intake
 Matt. 15:17 – 20a  17  "Do you not yet understand that whatever  enters the 

mouth goes into the stomach and is eliminated? 

 18  But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, 
and they defile a man. 

 19  For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. 

 20  These are the things which defile a man,”



Holy People Seek Holy Choices
 2 Cor. 6:16 “For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I 

will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and 
they will be my people."

 17  "Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch 
no unclean thing, and I will receive you."



Wise Time Management
 Eph. 5:11, 15 - 16 “Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, 

but rather expose them…. 

 15  Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise,

 16  making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.”



3 Minute Bible Study





Telegraph – Samuel Morse  1840’s

 In 1844, Morse sent his first telegraph message, from Washington, D.C., to 
Baltimore, Maryland; by 1866, a telegraph line had been laid across the 
Atlantic Ocean from the U.S. to Europe.

 Message  Friday, May 24, 1844  “What hath God wrought?”  (Numbers 
23:23)

 Rules for how to use this new technology.



Are you Captivated?
 2011  Documentary 



Television Statistics
 “There are more TV’s than 

children per household. “

 Recent update:  more TV’s than 
people per household.

 Kerby Anderson: 18,000 to 22,000 
hours of television by the time a 
child is 18 years of age  (2011)  
Captivated



Screen Time Consumption
 Dr. Walsh: His research indicates 

screen time per child averages 53 
hours per week.

 Dr. Walsh – “we are hardwired to 
pay attention to things that move 
– motionally stimulating.”



“Elephant in the Living Room”
 Dr. Dimitri Christakis: 

Pediatrician:  Seattle Children’s 
Hospital

 Interview: Dr. Dimitri
Christakis Explains 
Why Television Is Bad for Babies' 
Brains. 

 Jul 26, 2012 01:24 PM



How our Brains Work
 Video games stimulate the 

pleasure center of the brain.  
“Sense of accomplishment without 
ever doing anything.”  

 “Young men are passive because 
we have arranged the culture of 
the brain into thinking they have 
done something when, in fact, 
they have not.”

 Dr. Jeff Meyers



Screen out the Parents

 Nielson Media:

 3339 Text messages per month per 
child

 Mark Bauerlein, 

 English Professor  at Emory 
University.



Media Content
 Tim Winter – President of Parents 

Television Council - Media is 
“toxic.”

 Phil Chalmers

 Two groups deny the affects of 
video violence.

 “Those addicted and those that 
sell it.”



Movie Rating System 1968
 Category R  - no movie of that 

category had ever been shown to 
the public before.

 In the last fourth of the 20th

century there were 12 times more 
R rated movies than G rated 
movies produced.

 G rated movies were 11 times more 
profitable than the R rated ones.



“It Doesn’t Effect Me!”
 How do you know?  

 Numb to vulgarity and violence.

 Why doesn’t it affect you 
anymore?

 Websites:

 “Kids in Mind”

 “Screen it”



Video Expenditures
 When Halo 3 came out  $170 

million was spent purchasing it in 
the first 24 hours.

 Grand Theft Auto 4   estimated 
$230 million in first 24 hours

 Call of Duty: Black ops   $360 
million in the first 24 hours.



Goals of Media
 Robert Pittman – founder of MTV  

“We don’t just shoot for 14 year 
olds.  We own them.”

 “God does not think it’s cool that 
we entertain ourselves with 
violence, murder and mayhem.” 
(Phil Chalmers)

 Proverbs 6:16 – 18

 “16  There are six things the LORD 
hates, seven that are detestable to 
him:

 17  haughty eyes, a lying tongue, 
hands that shed innocent blood,

 18  a heart that devises wicked 
schemes, feet that are quick to 
rush into evil,



Valuable Videos
 Deut. 6:4 - 9

 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our 
God, the LORD is one.

 5  Love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength.

 6  These commandments that I 
give you today are to be upon your 
hearts.

 7  Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along 
the road, when you lie down and 
when you get up.

 8  Tie them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your 
foreheads.

 9  Write them on the doorframes 
of your houses and on your gates.” 
NIV
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Fascination with Facebook
 An “idol” in my life

 “It was so enchanting.”

 “A persona,  not real.”

 Replaces real relationships

 1 in 5 divorces attributed to Facebook.

 Perhaps an appropriate 21st-century addition to Jesus’ warning in 
Matthew 5 would go something like this: “If Facebook or Twitter causes 
you to sin, log off.”



Your Teen and Social Media
 “If your teenager ‘hangs out’ on 

social media with girls that … 

 ... don't be surprised to find pics of 
your own teen soon on display for 
all of twitter's 220 million 
millennials to comment on with 
the most hurtful words 
imaginable.”

 Jared Jackson

Do not be misled: "Bad 
company corrupts good 
character."

 1 Cor. 15:33



What School Children Need
 Principal of the school asked the parents to try the following regimen 

before choosing to medicate.  (Some students need meds.)

 3 Nutritious meals every day

 Weeknight bedtime  9 PM   Weekends  10 PM

 Video time  30 minutes per Week

 1 hour of exercise every day outside

 3 hours on weekends – with parental participation

 Result:  none of the six required medication



Unplugged



Try a Media Fast at Home
 Potential Warfare from those 

addicted to media
 Benefits:

 Real communication

 Sense of Peace  - tranquil

 Mental Stimulation  - we have to 
find good replacements.

 Meditation



Let us Resolve
 Psa. 51: 10 “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 

within me.”

 Phil. 4:8 “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are 
noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things 
are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if 
there is anything praiseworthy; 

 meditate on these things.”



Take Control
 2 Cor. 10:5  “taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ,”

 Phil. 1:9 – 10  “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and 
more in real knowledge and all discernment, 10  so that you may approve 
the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until 
the day of Christ;”



Positive Affects of Media
 Websites:

 9 saved in one congregation in the 
past year.

 Live streaming of services:  (123 
countries)

 Instant duplication CD’s

 Download of messages.

 Skype and Face time studies
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