


MY TASTE IN MUSIC
FROM COUNTRY TO POP

e “40 Hour Week
(For a Livin’)”

e “It’stime a few of
them were recognized.”




UNSUNG HEROES
THEIR FAITH, HOPE, AND LOVE



JONATHAN (1 SAM. 14)
THE MAN WHO WOULD(N’T) BE KING

(FAITH)

e 1 Now the day came that Jonathan, the son of Saul, said to the young
man who was carrying his armor, “Come, and let’s cross over to the
Philistines’ garrison that is on the other side.” But he did not tell his
father.

4 Now between the gorges by which Jonathan sought to cross over to
the Philistines’ garrison there was a rocky crag on the one side, and a
rocky crag on the other side; and the name of the one was Bozez, and
the name of the other, Seneh. 5 The one crag rose on the north opposite
- Michmash, and the other on the south opposite Geba.

« Doing good and being a person of faith isn’t hereditary.



JONATHAN (1 SAM. 14)
THE MAN WHO WOULD(N’T) BE KING
(FAITH)

« 6 Then Jonathan said to the young man who was carrying his armor,
“Come, and let’s cross over to the garrison of these uncircumcised
men; perhaps the Lord will work for us, because the Lord is not limited
to saving by many or by few!” 7 His armor bearer said to him, “Do
everything that is in your heart; turn yourself to it, and here | am with
you, as your heart desires.” 8 Then Jonathan said, “Behold, we are
going to cross over to the men and reveal ourselves to them. 9 If they
say to us, ‘Wait until we come to you’; then we will stand in our place
and not go up to them. 10 But if they say, ‘Come up to us,” then we
will go up, for the Lord has handed them over to us; and this shall be
the sign to us.” | |



JONATHAN (1 SAM. 14)
THE MAN WHO WOULD(N’T) BE KING
(FAITH)

« 11 When the two of them revealed themselves to the garrison of the Philistines,
the Philistines said, “Behold, Hebrews are coming out of the holes where they
have kept themselves hidden.” 12 So the men of the garrison responded to
Jonathan and his armor bearer and said, “Come up to us and we will inform you of
something.” And Jonathan said to his armor bearer, “Come up after me, for the
Lord has handed them over to Israel.” 13 Then Jonathan climbed up on his hands
and feet, with his armor bearer behind him; and the men fell before Jonathan, and
his armor bearer put some to death after him. 14 Now that first slaughter which
Jonathan and his armor bearer inflicted was about twenty men within about half a
furrow in an acre of land. 15 And there was a trembling in the camp, in the field,
and among all the people. Even the garrison and the raiders trembled, and the
earth quaked so that it became a great trembling. |



JONATHAN (1 SAM. 14)
THE MAN WHO WOULD(N’T) BE KING
(FAITH)

« 21 Now the Hebrews who were with the Philistines
previously, who went up with them all around in the camp,
even they also returned to be with the Israelites who were
with Saul and Jonathan. 22 When all the men of Israel who
had kept themselves hidden in the hill country of Ephraim
heard that the Philistines had fled, they also closely pursued

them in the battle. 23 So the Lord saved Israel that day, and
the battle spread beyond Beth-aven. 23 So the Lord saved
Israel that day, and the battle spread beyond Beth-aven.




JONATHAN (1 SAM. 14)

THE MAN WHO WOULD(N’T) BE KING
(FAITH)

« The Lord is not limited to saving by many or by few! (v. 6)

« So the Lord saved Israel that day, and the battle spread
beyond Beth-aven (v 23).



HANNAH (1 SAM. 1-2)
THE WOMAN WHO PRAYED FOR A SON
(HOPE)

« Chapter 1

« 1Now there was a man from Ramathaim-zophim from the hill country of Ephraim, and his name
was Elkanah the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an
Ephraimite. 2 And he had two wives: the name of one was Hannah and the name of the other
Peninnah; and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.

3 Now this man would go up from his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice to the Lord of armies
in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests to the Lord there. 4 When
the day came that Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah and to all her
sons and daughters; 5 but to Hannah he would give a double portion, because he loved Hannah,
but the Lord had closed her womb. 6 Her rival, moreover, would provoke her bitterly to irritate
her, because the Lord had closed her womb. 7 And it happened year after year, as often as she
went up to the house of the Lord, that she would provoke her; so she wept and would not eat.



HANNAH (1 SAM. 1-2)
THE WOMAN WHO PRAYED FOR A SON
(HOPE)

« 9 Then Hannah got up after eating and drinking in Shiloh.
Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat by the doorpost of
the temple of the Lord. 10 She, greatly distressed, prayed to
the Lord and wept bitterly. 11 And she made a vow and said,
“Lord of armies, if You will indeed look on the affliction of
Your bond-servant and remember me, and not forget Your

bond-servant, but will give Your bond-servant a son, then |
will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and a razor
shall never come on his head.” ‘



HANNAH (1 SAM. 1-2)
THE WOMAN WHO PRAYED FOR A SON
(HOPE)

« 12 Now it came about, as she continued praying before the Lord, that Eli was
watching her mouth. 13 As for Hannah, she was speaking in her heart, only her
lips were quivering, but her voice was not heard. So Eli thought that she was
drunk. 14 Then Eli said to her, “How long will you behave like a drunk? Get rid of
your wine!” 15 But Hannah answered and said, “No, my lord, | am a woman
despairing in spirit; | have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but | have
poured out my soul before the Lord. 16 Do not consider your bond-servant a
useless woman, for | have spoken until now out of my great concern and

_provocation.” 17 Then Eli answered and said, “Go in peace; and may the God of

~ Israel grant your request that you have asked of Him.” 18 She said, “Let your
bond-servant find favor in your sight.” So the woman went on her way and ate,
and her face was no longer sad. | |



HANNAH (1 SAM. 1-2)
THE WOMAN WHO PRAYED FOR A SON
(HOPE)

« 19 Then they got up early in the morning and worshiped
before the Lord, and returned again to their house in
Ramah. And Elkanah had relations with Hannah his wife,
and the Lord remembered her. 20 It came about in due
time, after Hannah had conceived, that she gave birth to a

- son; and she named him Samuel, saying, “Because | have
~ asked for him of the Lord.”

« Samuel means “Heard, asked of God”



HANNAH (1 SAM. 1-2)
THE WOMAN WHO PRAYED FOR A SON
(HOPE)

« 21 Then the man Elkanah went up with all his household to offer to the Lord the yearly
sacrifice and to pay his vow. 22 But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, “I
will not go until the child is weaned; then | will bring him, so that he may appear before
the Lord and stay there for life.” 23 Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do what seems best
to you. Stay until you have weaned him; only may the Lord confirm His word.” So the
woman stayed and nursed her son until she weaned him. 24 Now when she had weaned
him, she took him up with her, with a three-year-old bull, one ephah of flour, and a jug of
wine, and brought him to the house of the Lord in Shiloh, although the child was young. 25
Then they slaughtered the bull, and brought the boy to Eli. 26 And she said, “Pardon me,
my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, | am the woman who stood here beside you, praying

to the Lord. 27 For this boy | prayed, and the Lord has granted me my request which |
asked of Him. 28 So | have also dedicated him to the Lord; as long as he lives he is
dedicated to the Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there. ‘



HANNAH (1 SAM. 1-2)
THE WOMAN WHO PRAYED FOR A SON
(HOPE)

« Chapter 2

« 5 Even the infertile woman gives birth to seven,
But she who has many children languishes.

« 11 Then Elkanah went to his home at Ramah. But the boy continued to attend to the
service of the Lord before Eli the priest.

« 18 Now Samuel was ministering before the Lord, as a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 And
his mother would make for him a little robe and bring it up to him from year to year when
she would come up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless
Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord give you children from this woman in place of
the one she requested of the Lord.” And they went to their own home.

21 The Lord indeed visited Hannah, and she conceived and gave birth to three sons and
two daughters. And the boy Samuel grew up before the Lord.



HANNAH (1 SAM. 1-2)
THE WOMAN WHO PRAYED FOR A SON
(HOPE)

« 21 The Lord indeed visited Hannah, and she conceived
and gave birth to three sons and two daughters. And the
boy Samuel grew up before the Lord.

« God rewards those who have hope, and He blesses those
who use their blessings for Him

e 1Cor.13:7 - “|Love] keeps every confidence, it believes
all things, hopes all things.”



ABIGAIL (1 SAM. 25)
THE WOMAN WHO SHOWED KINDNESS WHEN NO
ONE ELSE WAS (LOVE)

« 2 Now there was a man in Maon whose business was in Carmel; and the man was very rich,
and he had three thousand sheep and a thousand goats. And it came about while he was
shearing his sheep in Carmel 3 (now the man’s name was Nabal, and his wife’s name was
Abigail. And the woman was intelligent and beautiful in appearance, but the man was harsh
and evil in his dealings, and he was a Calebite), 4 that David heard in the wilderness that
Nabal was shearing his sheep. 5 So David sent ten young men; and David said to the young
men, “Go up to Carmel and visit Nabal, and greet him in my name; 6 and this is what you shall
say: ‘Have a long life, peace to you, and peace to your house, and peace to all that you have!
7 Now then, | have heard that you have shearers. Now, your shepherds have been with us;
we have not harmed them, nor has anything of theirs gone missing all the days they were in

- Carmel. 8 Ask your young men and they will tell you. Therefore let my young men find favor
in your eyes, for we have come on a festive day. Please give whatever you find at hand to
your servants and to your son David."” ‘



ABIGAIL (1 SAM. 25)

THE WOMAN WHO SHOWED KINDNESS WHEN NO
ONE ELSE WAS (LOVE)

« 9 When David’s young men came, they spoke to Nabal in accordance with all
these words in David’s name; then they waited. 10 But Nabal answered
David’s servants and said, “Who is David? And who is the son of Jesse? There
are many servants today who are each breaking away from his master. 11
Shall | then take my bread and my water and my meat that | have slaughtered
for my shearers, and give it to men whose origin | do not know?” 12 So
David’s young men made their way back and returned; and they came and

‘informed him in accordance with all these words. 13 Then David said to his

- men, “Each of you strap on his sword.” So each man strapped on his sword.
And David also strapped on his sword, and about four hundred men went up
behind David, while two hundred stayed with the baggage.



ABIGAIL (1 SAM. 25)
THE WOMAN WHO SHOWED KINDNESS WHEN NO
ONE ELSE WAS (LOVE)

« 14 Now one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying,
“Behold, David sent messengers from the wilderness to greet our
master, and he spoke to them in anger. 15 Yet the men were very
good to us, and we were not harmed, nor did anything go missing
as long as we went with them, while we were in the fields. 16
They were a wall to us both by night and by day, all the time we

~were with them tending the sheep. 17 Now then, be aware and

- consider what you should do, because harm is plotted against our
master and against all his household; and he is such a worthless
man that no one can speak to him.” | |



ABIGAIL (1 SAM. 25)
THE WOMAN WHO SHOWED KINDNESS WHEN NO
ONE ELSE WAS (LOVE)

« 18 Then Abigail hurried and took two hundred loaves of bread and two jugs of
wine, and five sheep already prepared and five measures of roasted grain, and a
hundred cakes of raisins and two hundred cakes of figs, and she loaded them on
donkeys. 19 Then she said to her young men, “Go on ahead of me; behold, | am
coming after you.” But she did not tell her husband Nabal. 20 And it happened as
she was riding on her donkey and coming down by the hidden part of the
mountain, that behold, David and his men were coming down toward her; so she
met them. 21 Now David had said, “It is certainly for nothing that | have guarded
_everything that this man has in the wilderness, so that nothing has gone missing of

~ all that belonged to him! For he has returned me evil for good. 22 May God do so
to the enemies of David, and more so, if by morning | leave alive as much as one
male of any who belong to him.” | '



ABIGAIL (1 SAM. 25)
THE WOMAN WHO SHOWED KINDNESS WHEN NO
ONE ELSE WAS (LOVE)

« 23 When Abigail saw David, she hurried and dismounted
from her donkey, and fell on her face in front of David and
bowed herself to the ground. 24 She fell at his feet and said,
“On me alone, my lord, be the blame. And please let your
slave speak to you, and listen to the words of your slave. 25
Please do not let my lord pay attention to this worthless
man, Nabal, for as his name is, so is he. Nabal is his name,
and stupidity is with him; but | your slave did not see the
young men of my lord whom you sent.



ABIGAIL (1 SAM. 25)
THE WOMAN WHO SHOWED KINDNESS WHEN NO
ONE ELSE WAS (LOVE)

« 26 “Now then, my lord, as the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, since the Lord has restrained
you from shedding blood, and from avenging yourself by your own hand, now then, may your
enemies and those who seek evil against my lord, be like Nabal. 27 And now let this gift which
your servant has brought to my lord be given to the young men who accompany my lord. 28
Please forgive the offense of your slave; for the Lord will certainly make for my lord an
enduring house, because my lord is fighting the battles of the Lord, and evil will not be found
in you all your days. 29 Should anyone rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, then the
life of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with the Lord your God; but the lives
of your enemies He will sling out as from the hollow of a sling. 30 And when the Lord does for
my lord in accordance with all the good that He has spoken concerning you, and appoints you

ruler over Israel, 31 this will not become an obstacle to you, or a troubled heart to my lord,
both by having shed blood without cause and by my lord’s having avenged himself. When the
Lord deals well with my lord, then remember your slave.” -



ABIGAIL (1 SAM. 25)
THE WOMAN WHO SHOWED KINDNESS WHEN NO
ONE ELSE WAS (LOVE)

« 32 Then David said to Abigail, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who sent
you this day to meet me, 33 and blessed be your discernment, and blessed
be you, who have kept me this day from bloodshed and from avenging
myself by my own hand. 34 Nevertheless, as the Lord God of Israel lives,
who has restrained me from harming you, if you had not come quickly to
meet me, there certainly would not have been left to Nabal until the
morning light as much as one male.” 35 So David accepted from her hand
what she had brought him, and said to her, “Go up to your house in peace.
See, | have listened to you and granted your request.”

« Acts of love prompt more acts of love.



ABIGAIL (1 SAM. 25)
THE WOMAN WHO SHOWED KINDNESS WHEN NO
ONE ELSE WAS (LOVE)

« 36 Then Abigail came to Nabal, and behold, he was having a feast in his
house, like the feast of a king. And Nabal’s heart was cheerful within him,
for he was very drunk; so she did not tell him anything at all until the
morning light. 37 But in the morning, when the wine had gone out of
Nabal, his wife told him these things, and his heart died within him so
that he became like a stone. 38 About ten days later, the Lord struck
Nabal and he died.

-39 When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Blessed be the Lord,

- who has pleaded the cause of the shame inflicted on me by the hand of
Nabal, and has kept back His servant from evil. The Lord has also returned
the evildoing of Nabal on his own head.” Then David sent a proposal to
Abigail, to take her as his wife.



ABIGAIL (1 SAM. 25)

THE WOMAN WHO SHOWED KINDNESS WHEN NO
ONE ELSE WAS (LOVE)

e 1 Cor. 13:4b “[Love] does not take into account a wrong
suffered” (NASB 1995).

« David should not have been swayed to revenge by
Nabal’s actions.

« Abigail was not swayed to anger by either Nabal’s
actions or David’s. |



UNSUNG EASTSIDE HEROES
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If you start crymg I m gonna cry, and I'll never get through this.




« Finally then, brothers and sisters, we request and urge
you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received instruction
from us as to how you ought to walk and please God

(just as you actually do walk), that you excel even more. -
1 Thess. 4:1






