


Phil ippians 3:17 -20



1 8 For  m a ny,  o f  wh om  I  h a v e  o f te n  to l d  y ou  a n d  n ow 
te l l  y ou  ev e n  wi t h  te a rs ,  wa l k  a s  e n e m i e s  o f  t h e  
c ross  o f  Ch r i st .  1 9 T h e i r  e n d  i s  d e st ru ct i on ,  t h e i r  g od  
i s  t h e i r  b e l l y,  a n d  t h ey  g l or y  i n  t h e i r  sh a m e ,  w i t h  
m i n d s  set  on  e a r t h l y  t h i n g s . 2 0 B u t  ou r  c i t i ze n sh i p  i s  
i n  h e a v e n ,  a n d  f rom  i t  we  a wa i t  a  S a v i or,  t h e  L ord  
Je su s  Ch r i st



Jesus Emptied Himself
Philippians 2:1-11



Jesus Emptied Himself
1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, 
any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 
complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind.

• “If” there is any?!
• Paul knows there is plenty! He uses “if” rhetorically to mean “since”

• Then…
• The outcome of Christ, love, the Spirit, affection and sympathy is unity

• Be “eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit…” (Eph. 4:1-6)



Jesus Emptied Himself
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than yourselves. 

• Don’t be full of yourself

4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.

• Fill yourself with concern for the concerns of others
• Fill your mind, heart, prayers, time, calendar, outbox… 



Jesus Emptied Himself
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.

• What is it we are holding on to?

• Jesus emptied Himself
• By becoming like us… for the purpose of serving us

• He became like us to die for us  

He became thirsty (John 4:7)
- That we might drink (John 4:10-14)
He became hungry (Matt. 4:2)
- That we might be fed (John 6:51, 57-58)
He wept (John 11:35; Luke 19:41)
- That our tears be wiped away (Rev. 21:4)
He became poor (2 Cor. 8:9)
- That we might become rich



Jesus Emptied Himself
8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, 



Jesus Emptied Himself
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

• Has your knee bowed?

• Has your tongue confessed?

• If not, why not?
• Could it be that you are just too full of yourself?

• Some day every knee will bow… 
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