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What God Has Joined Together



Marriage Lasts a Lifetime
• For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, 

but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage.
(Rom. 7:2)

• “as long as he is alive” (NASB, NIV) “… lives” (NKJV) “… liveth” (KJV)

• A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband 
dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.  

(1 Cor. 7:39)



Divorce is Sinful
• Because God forbade divorce (Mt. 9:6)

• “What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” (Mark 10:9)

• Because divorce causes another to sin (Mt. 5:32)
• “makes her commit adultery” or “causes her to commit adultery” (NKJV)

• Jesus affirms shared guilt and the stumbling block principle (Luke 17:1-3a)

• Because divorce makes one a covenant breaker
• Among those God “gave up” were the “faithless” (Rom. 1:28-31)

• “break their promises” (NIV), “covenantbreakers” (KJV)

• “We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those 
who practice such things” (Rom. 2:2) 



Re-marriage = Adultery
• For the one who divorces (Mt. 19:9; Mark 10:11-12)

• For the one who is divorced (Mt. 5:32)

• For the one who marries either (Luke 16:18)

• Adultery continues as long as one’s first mate is alive (Rom. 7:2-3)

• Therefore, Paul limits the divorced to 2 options (1 Cor. 7:10-11)
• The divorced have sinned, ignoring the Lord’s command (1 Cor. 7:10)

• Paul provides instruction to limit the damage of their sin (1 Cor. 7:11)
• Like Jesus said of Moses, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this 

commandment.” (Mt. 19:8; Mark 10:5)

• Paul does not say it is okay to divorce as long as you do not remarry!



With ONE Exception
• One who divorces his/her mate for sexual immorality (Mt. 19:9)

• May remarry without committing adultery

• Sexual immorality is a modern English translation (ESV, NASB, CSB)
• fornication (KJV, ASV)

• Sexual immorality is not a definition
• We cannot use this translation as a pretense to mean something Jesus did not

• We cannot presume that anything “sexual” and “immoral” is included

• Jesus’ teaching hinges upon the definition of the original word



With ONE Exception
• Porneia

• From a family of words with a shared root - but distinct definitions

• 4202 porneía – properly, a selling off (surrendering) of sexual purity; 
promiscuity of any (every) type.

• 4203 porneúō – commit fornication (sexual immorality)

• 4204 porné – a female prostitute

• 4205 pórnos – a male prostitute

• Common origin does not mean common usage or meaning!

• Because words look alike, doesn’t make them synonyms
• porneia pornography



With ONE Exception
• Pharmakeia (Gal. 5:20)

• From a family of words with a shared root - but distinct definitions

• 5331 pharmakeía – drug-related sorcery, like the practice of magical-arts

• 5332 pharmakeús – a person using drug-based incantations or drugging 
religious enchantments

• 5333 phármakos – properly, a sorcerer

• Common origin does not mean common usage or meaning!

• Because words look alike, doesn’t make them synonyms
• pharmakeía pharmacy
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With ONE Exception
• Porneia

• In discussing the ONE exception by which one can divorce their 
spouse and remarry without committing adultery, Jesus used 
porneia to describe voluntary, illicit sexual intercourse of a married 
person with a person other than their spouse
• [Thayer, Vine, Holman, REVBible Commentary, Theological Dictionary of the 

New Testament, BDAG, etc.] 

• Common origin does not mean common usage or meaning!

• Because words look alike, doesn’t make them synonyms
• porneia pornography



God’s Law on MDR

Marriage Lasts a Lifetime

Divorce Is Sinful

Re-marriage Is Adultery

With ONE Exception




